














THE CAMERA BAG

Permajet Ultra Pearl Paper

Permajet’s Ultra Pearl has been out for a couple
of years now and provides a good compromise
between a traditional pearl paper and a grainy
photographic paper. It works equally well on both
colour or black and white images where the grain
can really give an image some character.

The grainy nature of the paper is such that it would
make scanning of the paper very difficult. This
may be advantageous in some circumstances. It is
a fairly reasonable weight at 295 gsm.

| find it great for higher ISO images as the grain
can also help hide a little sensor noise. The paper
isn’t truly archival but it is a great every day
paper and certainly more than good enough for
competition entries.

Cost:

A4 (pk 25) - £12.95
A3 (pk25) - £22.95
www.permajet.com

Hot Shoe Spirit Level

These little gizmos have been around for a few
years now and are an excellent way of keeping
your horizons level or indeed the camera straight.

| find them a real bonus when shooting landscapes
as you can ensure your horizons are straight. They
can also be useful when shooting architecture
because if the camera is level, there is less chance
of converging verticals.

The only thing | will say is that | have lost a couple
over the years so it's sometimes worth carrying
two.

Cost: from £3 plus postage
www.ebay.co.uk

The Photography Book Vol 1
Scott Kelby

This book has been around for a few years now,

in fact Volume 4 is due out soon. However it

is probably one of the best books for a novice
photographer or indeed someone who just wishes
to expand their repertoire.

The book is broken down into sections by topic and
Scott in his usual style offers suggestions for ways
to ‘get the shot.” Don’t expect lots of photographic
theory or techno mumbo-jumbo. The book is
written more in the style of if | wanted to shoot this,
how would you do it?

Each volume is a standalone book in its own right so
you don’t have to buy them in order.

| still look at mine from time to time and is my usual
recommendation for anyone wanting to get a book
on photography.

Cost: £8.81 plus P&P
Level: Novice - Intermediate

www.amazon.co.uk

TOP SHOPS

Jaguar Social Club
Room hire at our regular meeting place
www.jaguarclub.co.uk

Lakeland Photographic Holidays
www.lakelandphotohols.com

If you want a fantastic week of photography and
sumptious homecooked food then look no further.

Premier Ink

www.premier-ink.co.uk

Not just a supplier of ink cartridges and paper.
They have a whole range of brands including Think
Tank & Kata bags, Westcott & Lastolite lighting kit
and a whole range of accessories. They're very
competitive for memory cards and batteries too.
Well worth a look.

Permajet Ink and Papers

www.permajet.com

Permajet have a great name and reputation in both
photographic paper and also their ECO-FLO ink-
sets.



LAST GLANGE

| guess I'm an Italophile. There's something about the landscapes, the architecture the colour of the buildings and of course
the lighting you seem to get around the Mediterranean. Not to mention the food and wine! Krys and | had been to Italy on
many occasions for holidays and | had been for work, but we never seem to tire of it. This trip was just a short, 3 day, visit to
Florence for the first time. | did have in mind some pictures | wanted - all about the iconic Ponte Vecchio. | took loads but
could never get into the right position to get what | really wanted. A boat at night is probably what is needed, but there's no
such thing on the Arno.

The weather was really kind to us for late October, and this shot of the Ponte alla Carraria really just appeared in front of me.
| had dismissed the view earlier when the sun was higher as being rather flat and boring, but as the sun dropped, the colour
temperature went down too, giving lovely warm tones accentuating the colour of the buidings and throwing the bridge into
almost silhouette. It's true about the "golden hour".

The shot is hand held, at ISO 400, 1/320s at 6.3, with my wide angle lens set at 24mm to get lots of sky in., although |
cropped it down to a slighltly more panoramic shape later. | always shoot using Raw and rarely use filters on the camera- |
never seem to have the time to sort them out. But Raw has the amazing ability to pull detail out of the shadows (of course it
might be something to do with what Nikon call Active D light which is meant to help in high contrast situations, but I've never
really tested it). The shot needed only minor tweaking in Photoshop, to pull up the detail a bit in the dark side of the bridge,
a little burning in of the top of the sky and immediate foreground, and of course a smidge of vignetting to hold the corners in.
| did soften it a bit using Camera Raw negative clarity - it's a bit like the old diffuser filter - | like the way it gives a slightly
romantic feel to a picture.

For me it's still not THE shot though. I'm not happy with the tree on the left - it does stop the eye wandering off the bridge
but it's a bit heavy and even lightened up it's not very interesting. But | am pleased it's not the usual picture of Florence -
most people including me are usually looking the other way - there's a moral there somewhere.

Tony Cartwright

Jaguar Photographic Society
Web: www.jaguarps.co.uk Email: jaguarphotosociety@yahoo.co.uk



